
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 2 December, 2008

Between 7pm and 8.30pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Absent
John Hartshorne Chairman
Val Corbett Vice Chair
Clive Emerson
Ron Holden
Harry Scott

In attendance
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk
Lt. Col. Niall MacGregor-Smith DTE Otterburn
Chris Livsey DTE Otterburn

1.  Lt. Col. Niall MacGregor-Smith SCOTS and Chris Livsey, HQ DTE Otterburn
The Chairman welcomed Lt. Col. Niall McGregor-Smith and Chris Livsey to the meeting.  Col. 
MacGregor-Smith had asked to attend the meeting to discuss recent complaints from a Hopefoot 
resident about the use of the Hopefoot road by military traffic.

The basis of the complaint was that the Hopefoot road was not supposed to be used by any military 
traffic and that the public enquiry into the use of the AS90 guns at Otterburn had agreed that these 
should access the Training area by the new Bennettsfield road.  

Col. McGregor-Smith confirmed that the current position was as follows: All units visiting the camp 
are briefed before their visit and signage is in place relating to the limitations on this route. Civilian bus 
companies transporting service personnel, such as Snaith’s, are encouraged to use the Bennettsfield 
road.  There is a rendez vous point at Hopefoot which sometimes necessitates the use of the road by 
military vehicles. Civilian staff working at Otterburn Camp, the Post Office, BT and others, all use the 
Hopefoot road to access the camp.  The road has permissive public rights over it and as such, access 
by the public is encouraged.  Horse riders, walkers, cyclists and members of the public either in cars or 
not are allowed to use this road when be military byelaws are not in force.  Others visiting the camp, 
such as private suppliers to the MOD, are again encouraged to use the Bennettsfield road; some do and 
some don’t, but they cannot be stopped from using the Hopefoot road and the MOD can not control 
the misdirecting of trade vehicles which use satellite navigation systems.  

The infrequent use of the Hopefoot road, for example by a small convoy of light military vehicles, 
cannot be policed; the MOD does not have the resources.  However, when the public bring examples 
of this to the attention of the MOD, those who train at the camp are reminded of the voluntary 
agreement.

The road is not suitable for AS90 movement and Bennettsfield is used for entry and exit by this 
weapon system. The issue over any statutory commitment relating to the use of this route by other 
military vehicles was not recorded in the decision letter from the Public Inquiry Inspector. As a result 
any restrictions over access are dealt with by virtue of a local agreement between the Commander 
OTA and third parties. This agreement could be withdrawn at the Commanders discretion in support 
of future Defence requirements.   

The Chairman thanked Colonel MacGregor-Smith for taking time to visit the Parish Council and for 
his detailed explanation.

2.  Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and AGREED from Sarah Robson who was unable to attend the 
meeting due to family commitments.
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3. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record with one 
amendment: 

item 3a Otterburn Hall: … the Angel Group were prepared to instruct a high powered 
Barrister to represent them at the December meeting of Rights of Way Committee when the future of the  
footpaths would be decided should read at a possible appeal should the Rights of Way Committee decide  
against them.

With this amendment AGREED, the minutes were signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters arising
a) item 3a: Otterburn Hall:

1. Marquee: The Clerk’s Report was received. IT WAS AGREED to write again to the 
Northumberland National Park Planning Officer asking that the planning conditions are 
enforced.

2. Paths: A site visit was to be made by members of the Rights of Way Committee. No 
representatives of the Angel Group or the Parish Council were to be invited.  

3. Sewage: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. 

b) item 3b: Dog waste bins: The Clerk’s Report was received.  IT WAS AGREED 1) to remove both 
red dog waste bins and replace the one situated on the Hopefoot road with a 140 litre green 
wheelie bin which would be emptied fortnightly by Tynedale Council and 2) the Clerk should 
convey this decision to Tynedale Council.

c) Item 3c: Millennium Green: Val Corbett reminded members that a meeting had been arranged on 
Thursday, 11 December at which the formal transfer of the trusteeship of the Millennium 
Green to the Parish Council would take place.

d) item 3e: Parish Council Website: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.  

e) item 3f: Footpath to Otterburn Mill : The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council write to 
Tynedale Council formally withdrawing its requirement that the roadside boundary fence at The 
Gables, Mill Field, be moved to make way for the Mill Path.  He believed that the householders 
had been the innocent victims of this long-drawn dispute.  IT WAS AGREED that 1) the 
Chairman’s proposal be accepted; 2) the Clerk should draft the letter and 3) when agreed, the 
letter should be sent to Tynedale Council and copied to the householders.

f) item 4c: Grants: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.  

g) item 6b: Post Office Ltd Network Change proposals: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The 
Chairman informed the meeting that he had spoken to proprietors of the Village Store.  They 
had kept the Post Office counter from a previous business and were considering whether this 
could be used as part of a new service in Otterburn.

5. Finance
NOTE: The Clerk was not present during discussion of item 5a, below.  The decisions of the Parish 
Council were conveyed to the Clerk when she returned to the meeting after the discussion was 
concluded.

a) Parish Clerk: 
1.    Clerk’s Pay and Expenses for November, 2008: The Clerk’s claim for salary (£190) and expenses 

(nil) was AGREED.
2.    Clerk’s Telephone costs: The Clerk’s Report was received.  IT WAS AGREED to pay a 

monthly contribution of £2.50 towards telephone costs incurred on behalf of the Parish 
Council.

3.    Clerk’s Pay scale:  The Clerk’s contribution to the work of the Parish Council was much 
appreciated.  IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk’s hourly rate of pay be increased to £9.24 
to take account of her skills.
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b) Invoice received from Clerks and Councils Direct: IT WAS AGREED to pay this subscription totalling 
£10. 

c) Accounts to 30 November, 2008 and projections to year end: The Clerk presented an account of the 
actual income (£9045.87) and expenditure (£3197.78) to 30 November and projections to 31 
March, 2009 estimating a surplus for the year of £3908.  A budget for 2009/10 was also 
presented.  

d) Precept 2009/2010: IT WAS AGREED 1) to hold a meeting in January 2009 at a date to be 
announced in order to agree the Budget for 2009/10 and the Precept for the same period and 2) 
to consider received estimates and possible expenditure to construct the Mill Path.

e) Internet Banking: The Clerk’s Report was received and the principle agreed. IT WAS AGREED 
to seek advice from the Director of Community Action Northumberland before proceeding. 

6. Planning
a) Applications approved since the last meeting: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.  

b) Site Allocations: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.  

7.  New business
a) Correspondence received: The following documents had been received and were made available to 

any member who wished to study them:
 

1.   Defence Training Estates Annual Report 2007/08
2.   Tynedale Community Hospice Newsletter November 2008

8. Any other business
There was no other business

9. Date, time and place of next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Tuesday, 3 February, 2009 at Otterburn 
Memorial Hall.
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